Only if we care
The Story of Dr Jane Goodall
By David Greybeard with help from Paola Ion

Message from Dr Jane Goodall

Dear Paola,
I just saw the book you wrote by David Greybeard. What a
lovely idea.
I thought the book was splendid, and I congratulate you.
I hope at some point in the future we can meet. In the meantime
go on and become a real Roots & Shoots leader!
Remember, every day you live you make an impact on the
planet - and you get to choose what kind of impact you make!
Love and peace,
Dr. Jane
June 2018
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Foreword
As the National Coordinator for Dr Jane Goodall’s Roots and Shoots, it is a privilege to be asked to write a
foreword for Paola’s presentation.
Dr Jane’s passion is the students in our world and the firm belief that combined they can save the world and
everything in it, and hopefully undo a lot of the damage done in the past. With Roots and Shoots in over 100
countries throughout the world and 20 groups in Western Australia, we are confident “We Can Make a
Difference”
Paola has summed up the essence of Dr Jane, and it is students like Paola who have the passion to make our
world great.
I sincerely hope all those who see this presentation put their hand up and, like Paola, are prepared “To Make a
Difference”.

Bill Waterer
National Coordinator
Roots and Shoots
Jane Goodall Institute Australia
June 2018
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Hello. My name is
David Greybeard
and I am going to
tell you about how I
met Dr Jane, my
human friend.

Deep in the Gombe
Stream National Park of
Tanzania, my family of
chimpanzees lives in the
beautiful forest.
One day, many years
ago, I was going to my
favourite open area in
the forest when I spotted
a weird pale creature in
the clearing.
I watched for a while
and the creature
watched me. I had
never seen anything like
it before.
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We watched each other for weeks until she placed a big yellow
banana on the forest floor, and only then did I realise that she
meant no harm.
I cautiously approached the banana and slowly reached out.
It was the beginning of my life long friendship with Jane Goodall.

My friend Jane
Goodall was born in
London in 1934.
When she was a child
her father gave her a
stuffed toy
chimpanzee, which
she called Jubilee. This
is when she fell in love
with Africa.
Jane began observing
animals from a young
age and once snuck
into her grandmother’s
chicken coop
watching for five hours
to see a chicken lay an
egg!
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My friend Jane has
devoted her life to
studying chimpanzees
in their habitat.
Although she wasn’t
the first to discover the
chimpanzee species,
she was the first person
to discover and
document how chimps
live.
Jane is now famous for
her discoveries on
chimpanzees from her
time spent with me
and my family.
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She discovered that
we make and use
tools, hunt for meat,
have distinct
personalities and are
the closest relative to
humans in the animal
kingdom.
Jane spent years
getting to know us and
we learnt to trust her.
She spent hours each
day with us, sometimes
even eating with us
although I don’t think
she likes termites very
much!

Jane gave us names and
became part of our family.
Most of us were friends
with her, but some disliked
her for being human and
saw her as a threat.
When one of the
chimpanzees became the
alpha male he forced her
to leave the troop as it was
getting too dangerous for
her.
I was very sad when Jane
left, but I knew she was
going to help and save
many more lives.
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After decades observing us, she is
now the world’s leading expert on
chimpanzees and is known as Dr
Jane Goodall. She is also a Dame
of the British Empire!

One of the reasons
Jane is my friend is
because she cares for
everyone and
everything around her,
including the
environment.
She has fought for
people to have access
to clean water,
vaccinations and
education.
She has also fought to
save habitat for
people, chimpanzees
and other animals.
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Dr Jane fell in love with
Africa when she was a
little girl and now, more
than 80 years later, she
still carries that passion
and devotion that has
made her the most
famous primatologist in
the world.
She has taught us all
that “every individual
matters”.
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Facts about Dr Jane Goodall
Valerie Jane Morris-Goodall was born on 3 April 1934.
Dr Jane has a sister who shares the same birthday as her. They were born 4
years apart.
Dr Jane went to a secretarial school since she couldn’t afford to go to
college.
Dr Jane first went to Africa in 1957.
In 1965 Jane received her PhD in ethology from Cambridge University even
though she had not been to college to do an undergraduate degree first.
In 1977 The Jane Goodall Institute was established and later the Roots &
Shoots programme was also founded by Dr Jane.
Dr Jane has a school named after her. The Jane Goodall Environmental
Middle School is a public charter school in Oregon, America, which is open
to all students in years 6-8.
Dr Jane has won over 30 awards for her amazing work.
Dr Jane has also published 26 books.
In April 2002 Jane was named a UN Messenger of Peace.
Dr Jane travels the world for more than 300 days a year
educating people about caring for the chimpanzees and the
environment.
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Helping Hand – from the author
In 1960, when Dr Jane Goodall first visited Africa at the age of 26, there were estimated to
be about 1 million chimpanzees in the wild. Today there may be as few as 170,000
chimpanzees with many populations close to extinction.
Poaching and deforestation have had a devastating effect on the chimpanzee
populations and their natural habitats. Many other animals have also suffered from the
destruction caused by humans.
We can all help. As Dr Jane says, “Every individual matters. Every individual has a role to
play. Every individual makes a difference.”
If you would like to lend a helping hand and make a difference to the future for
the chimpanzees and our planet there are lots of things you can do:
•
•
•
•

Join Roots and Shoots – www.rootsandshoots.org.au
Fundraise by holding a cake stall or making craft items to sell
Adopt a Chimpanzee
Organise a local clean-up day for your area

Paola Ion

About the author

Paola Ion is a Year 6 student
at Subiaco Primary School.
She cares about the
environment and loves
animals.
She wants to work with
animals when she’s an adult,
hopefully becoming an
equine vet.
She is rather fond of
pineapples and likes
swimming, running and
reading.
Dr Jane Goodall is her hero.

“Only if we understand, can we care. Only if we care, we will help. Only
if we help, we shall be saved.”

Only If We Care is the story of Dr Jane Goodall, the world’s most famous
primatologist who has studied chimpanzees in Africa for more than 50 years and
now travels the world educating everyone from school children to world
politicians on the plight of the chimpanzees and how to look after our
environment.
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